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1) Don’t Change the Liturgy:
Rabbi Yose said: whoever alters the form
that the sages formed for berakhot, has not

fulfilled (his obligation for prayer)
(Tosefta Berakhot 4:5)
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2) Really don’t change the Liturgy:

Any blessing not said in the Talmud, one is
forbidden from blessing it, and is forbidden
to add one letter

(Pirkoi ben Baboi, ca. 800, Ginz Schech 550)
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3) Maybe change the liturgy:

There are those people who count the
number of words in every blessing from the
amidah, and they bring verses on every
blessing with the same number of words as
that blessing. I used to do this counting
myself. But then I realized that there is no
foundation for this, and no root for it,
because you won’t find a place in the world
that has the same number of words in the
amidah. Rather, some add words, and some
remove words, and therefore the counting
is only useful for one particular person and

not another.
(Abudarham, 14" c. Spain, p. 105)
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4) The blessing of redemption I
Rava said: For the blessings of Shema and
Hallel, say: “who redeemed Israel.” In the

amidah: “who redeems Israel.”
(Babylonian Talmud Pesachim 117b)
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5) The blessing of redemption I1

It is taught: One who recites the Shema in
the morning must mention the Exodus in
“true and firm.” Rebbe said: one must
mention “kingship.” Others said: “one must
mention the splitting of the sea of Reeds
and the killing of the first born.” R.
Yehoshua ben Levi said: You must
mention all of them, and you must

mention: “Rock of Israel and its redeemer.”
(Jerusalem Talmud Berakhot 1:5; 3d)
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6) Should you say Amen to your prayer?
It is taught: one who leads Shema, and
leads the Amidah (lit: passes before the
ark) and leads the priestly blessing, and
reads from the Torah, and the Haftarah, and
one who blesses on any of the mitzvot
mentioned in the Torah should not answer
after himself “amen.” And if he does, he is
a fool. There are those who teach: he is a
fool, and those who teach: he is wise. Rav
Hisda said: the one who said he is wise, is
in a case where answers amen at the end
(of all the blessings) and the one who said
he is a fool, is in the case where he answers

on each and every blessing.
(Jerusalem Talmud Berakhot 5:2, 9¢)
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7) Can we add words to the Amidah?
Rabbi Hanina and Rabbi Yohanan ... went
to one synagogue and saw a hazan who led
and said: “the great, mighty, awesome,
strong, bold, courageous God.” They
silenced him and said to him: You are not
allowed to add to the form that the sages
formed with blessings. From where do we
know this? From Moses our teacher, who
said (only): the great, mighty and awesome
God (Deut 10:17). They added to the form
that of Abraham our father: God most high,

creator of heaven and earth (Gen 14:19).
(Midrash Tehillim 19:2)
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8) What Do these Adjectives Mean?

For God your God is the God of gods and
the Lord of lords. The great, mighty, and
awesome God who shows no favor and
takes no bribe; who does justice for the
orphan and widow, and loves the stranger,
providing him with food and clothing -
You too must love the stranger, for you

were strangers in the Land of Egypt.
(Deuteronomy 10:17-19)
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9) How to begin and end the Amidah?
Rabbi Yohanan said: at the beginning he
said: God, open my mouth...” and at the
end he said: “may the words of my mouth

be acceptable...”
(Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 9b)
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1) Blessed are You, YHVH our God,
king, rock of Israel and its redeemer.
Amen.
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Blessed are You, YHVH, who
redeemed Israel

2) Adonai, open my lips and my
mouth will declare your praise (Ps
51:17). May the expressions of my
mouth and the thoughts of my heart
be acceptable to You, YHVH, my
rock and my redeemer (Psalms
19:15)
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Adonai, open my lips and my mouth
will declare your praise (Ps 51:17)

3) Blessed are You, YHVH, our God
and God of our Ancestors. God of
Abraham, God of Isaac, God of
Jacob. The great, mighty, awesome
God. God most high, creator of
heaven and earth. Our shield, the
shield of our ancestors. Our security
in every generation. May those who
hope in You never be shamed.
Blessed are You, YHVH, shield of
Abraham.
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Blessed are You, YHVH, our God
and God of our Ancestors. God of
Abraham, God of Isaac, God of
Jacob. The great, mighty, awesome
God. God most high, who performs
acts of lovingkindness. Creator of all,
and remembers the lovingkindness of
our ancestors. And brings a redeemer
to their children’s children, for the
sake of His name, with love.
Helping, saving, shielding king.
Blessed are You, YHVH, shield of
Abraham.

4) You are mighty, lowering the
proud, strong to judge despots,
forever alive, establishing the dead,
blowing wind and causing rain to
fall, sustaining the living and giving
life to the dead. In the blink of an eye
sprout salvation for us. Blessed are
you, YHVH, who gives life to the
dead.
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You are mighty forever, Adonai
Reviver of the dead are You,
powerful to save. Causing the wind
to blow and the rain to fall
Sustaining the living with
lovingkindness

Reviving the dead with abundant
mercy

Upholding the fallen, and healing the
sick, and releasing the bound

And keeping faith with those who
sleep in dust.

Who is like You, Master of might,
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who is similar to You?

A King who causes death and life
and salvation to sprout.

Faithful are You to revive the dead
Blessed are You, YHVH, who gives
life to the dead.
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Strengthen our valorous ones,
God who shields us. Blessed
are you, YHVH, shield of
Abraham
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Remember our worn out ones,
with dew, lift us up.

Blessed are you, YHVH, who
gives life to the dead
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Grow in holiness, our king,
our holy one. Blessed are you,
YHVH, the holy God.
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Lead us in the path of law, that
lightens our eyes. Blessed are
you, YHVH, who graces us

with knowledge.
(Ginzei Kaufman, vol 1, p. 81)
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uncovered startlingly new information managed to fit their discoveries into the
existent Zunzian model, and we shall learn the extent to which the model is or is
not capable of assimilating new data.

By far, the most significant liturgical find in the last hundred years has been
the Genizah fragments uncovered in an attic of the Ezra Synagogue in old Cairo.
Though the cache of documents was known and even seen by a handful of
researchers in the eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries, it was generally not
made available to scholars until the end of 1896, when Solomon Schechter
managed to remove about 100,000 pages to Cambridge. Among the leaves were
many liturgical snippets, some of which he published two years later.5 Scholars
were quick to recognize the gravity of the find, and by 1911, Israel Lévi, Israel
Abrahams, and Ismar Elbogen had supplemented our knowledge of the newly
discovered liturgical fragments sequestered for centuries in Egypt. The most
thorough early treatment of the subject came in 1925 from Jacob Mann, who
concluded that the texts derived from a Palestinian community whose synagogue
must have been in Egypt: so he entitled his article describing them ‘‘Genizah
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